Pirated CDs

seller
forced

to

apologise
He will pay $100,000
and faces crmunal actlon

ﬁr Brendan Pereira

'I"HE international Federa-
n of the Phonographic In-
stry (IFPI) has taken legal
ion against a seller of fake

gompact discs, one of a new

ﬁ:@d of pirates who have
nged tactics to awvoid de-

tection.

+ Instead of displaying the
ted CDas at his stall, he
wed customers a natalugue

of titles, and had runners pick

b the CDs from a nearby

ghop.

= The IFPI, a non-profit or-
nisation which cents

ucers and distributors of

pecordings in more than 75
untries, said this sales
thod had become common

among vendors at street

gtalls, night markets and

Vel among some shop own-

Brs.

= (ne such vendor sold CDs

41 the New Bugls Street nl ht

market. The IFPI started
1 action against him in Eep

: ber, obtaining an interim

injunction to prevent him
m dealing in pirated CDs.
Eut despite the court or-

he continued to sell the

-‘;‘Dcs Together with officers
m the police intellectual

E:pert}r rights warrant umnit
IFPI raided his store and
zed nearly 5 pirated CDs

5{ newly released Chinese
d Englizh hit songs.

» He agreed to pay $100,000

El damapes to tﬁi IFPL to

settle the civil suit. As part of
seftlement, he agreed to

bblish in The Straits Times
and Lianhe Wanbao tomor-
row an apology to the [FPI
and its members for the copy-
pight violation, undertaking
to stop committing such

150
Eﬁ spokesman for the or-
nisation said this was the
flirst time it had asked a copy-

fight pirate to make a public 74

apology — a measure fla-
voured by copyright owners
of video tapes amd laser dises.
iminal action, which could
end him ta jail, is pending.

Ms Leong May Seey,
IFFI's regional! counsel for
Asia, said. “We will not hesi-
tate 1o take legal action, both

civil and criminal, against
music pirates. CD piracy has
been on the increase in Singa-
pore, especially at street
stalls and night markets.”

Last wear, the group con-
ducted 41 raids and seized
1380 CDs and 81 tapes, com-
pared with 38 raids in 1994
and the seizure of 531 pirated
CDs and 41 cassefte tapes.

It is upderstood that ven-
dors sell the CDs for hetween
$12 and 218 which is 38 cheap-
er than the original version.

But nabbing them iz not
an tagk. Many iry to
avoid detection by moving
their stalls to different loca-
tions from Uime to time.

BMr Vincent Tan, manager
llzliI| n ial Private Inves-
-g'hgﬂ.tmn-mdr Security, an in-

agency which spe-
iiﬁ mics
gnq.qi-sﬂ'ii..:'l'heh En..i,ha.ue
lackouts to alert them if any-
me.lunkmﬂn er,ah@ﬂme;
15 in the area.”

:..Tnnuuunte:.hthe ookouts,
Mr Tan said he h;d'h.! use one
et of men for surlfaﬂla.w_'ﬂ
]:h‘ another for raids.
“Also, now that the fake
CDs are not d:silla}redpmf&-
llzatnrsmha?e to. follow. the
runners to find out where the
pirated discs are stored.



