BY AUGUSTINE FANG

ABOUT 56,006 werth of counterfeit ¢om-

| puter game csriridges were seized by privete
investigators from nine shops on Wednesday

| efternoon.

And that is just the tip of the iceberg, said
| Mr Christopher L'"Crugz, 40, an official of the
| distributors, Uptren Commputer.

The investigators confiscated about 1,200
copies of Nintendo game-certridges. Titles
include Terminator [1, Street Fighter II,
Roboeop and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles.

The operation involved 16 employees from
Commercial Private Investigation and Securi--

‘ty (CPIS).

Armed with warrants from a subcordinate
eourt, they raided wholesale end retail outlets
at Lucky Flaza, Serene Centre, Pecple's Fark
Centre, High Street Plaza and Hcolland Read
Shopping Centre, saic CHS manager Vincent
Tan.

Folice supervised the raids, The
investigators were engaged by Ninteado of

' Japan, through its sole agent in Singapore,
Uptren Computer.

Nintend¢ gemes ere pipuler among young
. people. They are cemmonly plaved with

Fake: 4 private investigator holds & few of the counterfeit cartridges seized in the raid

cartritlpes inserted into a palm-sized Ninten-
do machine celled Game Bov.

The cartridges can algo he inserted intu
larger machines such as the Family Comput-
er, Super Faicon and Nintendo Entertain.
ment System. These machines sre plugged
into television seta.
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Mr D'Cruz ssid counterfeit Nintendo
cartridges have flooded the market during
the past three years and are sold in more
than 100 shops here.

He said: “The company has lost millions
over the three vears. It has affected
Nintenedn's sales here. That is why we have to
take action.

“The raids on these nine shops are just a

tip of the weeberg. They are meant as a lesson
to all the other shops not to sell such
counterfeil products agan.”

He said genuine Nintendo games have only
one game per cartridge costing §39 to §50
each,

Counterfeits are multiple cartridges with up
to 1,000 games each. They sell for S80 1o $150
a plece.

Mr IV Cruz claimed that only a few games
in counterfeit cartridges work and they jam
the Mintendo machines.

This could not be independently verified.

He said his company will press charges
against the dealers whose shops were raided.

He believed some of the cartridges are
counterfeited locally while others were 1m-
ported from Hongkong and Taiwan.



