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the fake goods were hurting
their business.

There were algo complaints
from motorists that they had
helt and engine failure soon af-
ter buving the product.

This surprised Gates Rub-
ber, as Unitta belis are sup-
pn:sed to !asl far up to seven
years.

A spokesman for the com-
pany said that it had started le-

action against the counter-

ters, who, if convicted, face a
$100,000 fine and Hve:ﬂem’jml

Four lawyers specialising in
intellectual property said that,
in the past 12 months, they had
received more complaints
from clients - distributors and
sole agents of car parts —
against counterfeiters.

And, where previously the

rits used {0 countérfeit
batteries and ball bearings,
they were now making fake ex:
haust pipes, tyre rims and
lamps.

In most cases, private in-
vestigation agencies have been
hired to trace the fakes, find
the syndicate leaders and

make trap purchases.

The lawyers said they had
written six letters of demand
since January warning coun-
terfeiters to stop distributing
imitation exhaust pipes, fan
beltz and sports rims which
bear the trademark of the orig-
inal goods

Motor dealers and work-
shops which offer the imitation
products openly are the next
targets.

A lawyer from a big furm

gaid: “Our slra be to
hit the wnrhshnmsgi{am even if
they sell only a pieces."
He added that if workshops
and dealers stopped offering

counterfeit products, the de-
mand for such items would

drop,

But wiping out imitation car
parts might be harder than
imagined as many maotorists
are atlracted by the low prices.

Neither, in most cases, do
they experience a in
T_h-:}l pEI‘fEfI‘I‘ﬂﬂEE nﬁedvﬁde
or notice unusually fast wear
and tear of the imitation goods.




